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joy you bring to our community every day.
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Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra
Kyunghun Kim, Artistic Director and Conductor

Anton Rist, Soloist

February 17, 2023

Overture to “La Forza del Destino”	 Giuseppe Verdi

Clarinet Concerto	 Amanda Harberg

	 I.	 Gentle/Playful
	 II.	 Interlude
	 III.	 Agitato

Anton Rist, Clarinet

INTERMISSION

Symphony No. 2	 Johannes Brahms

I.	 Allegro non troppo
II.	 Adagio non troppo
III.	 Allegretto grazioso (quasi andantino)
IV.	 Allegro con spirito

This program is made possible in part 
by a grant administered by the 

Bergen County Division 
of Historic & Cultural Affairs 

from funds granted by the 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts and 

by The McCutchen Foundation.
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Anton Rist was appointed principal 
clarinetist of the Metropolitan Opera 
Orchestra in 2016.  Mr. Rist has performed 
with the New York Philharmonic, the St. Paul 
Chamber

Orchestra, the Grant Park Festival 
Orchestra, the Orchestra of St. Luke’s, 
and the American Ballet Theater. Mr. Rist 
toured Japan with the New York Symphonic 
Ensemble, and he has performed as a chamber 
musician throughout the U.S., Europe and 
Asia. As a soloist, Mr. Rist has performed with 
the Mainly Mozart Festival of Orchestras, 
the Cheyenne Symphony and the Knoxville 
Symphony.

Mr. Rist has performed and taught at the Pacific Music Festival, the 
Colorado College Summer Music Festival, the Hidden Valley Festival of 
Winds, Festival Mozaic, and the Interlochen Arts Camp. In addition, Mr. Rist 
is a founding member of the Montserrat Music Festival in the West Indies.

Born and raised in New York City, Mr. Rist received two degrees from 
the Juilliard School, where he studied with Jon Manasse. Additional major 
teachers were Larry Guy and Jo-Ann Sternberg.

Composer in Residence
Composer Amanda Harberg is the 

inaugural Composer-in-Residence with the 
Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra. Her music 
has been presented at leading institutions 
including Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, 
Verizon Hall and Bargemusic, and she has 
been described by the New York Times 
as “a sultry excursion into lyricism.” “She 
invigorates the brain and touches the soul,” 
legendary composer John Corigliano says. “I 
love her work.”

Dr. Harberg’s Piccolo Concerto was 
premiered by the Philadelphia Orchestra with 
Erica Peel and Maestro Yannick Nézet-Séguin 

Guest Artists

Guest Artists Continued on page 24

Anton Rist

Amanda Harberg
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Program Notes
By Edmund A. Moderacki

Friday, February 17, 2023
Overture to La Forza del Destino	 Giuseppe Verdi
	 (1813-1901)

In the world of opera, we usually remember only the name of the 
composer while ignoring the person who writes the works. Broadway doesn’t 
ignore the person who provides the words. The teams of Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, and Lerner and Lowe, among others come to mind. Giuseppe 
Verdi collaborated 10 times with Francesco Maria Piave (1810-1876) in 
crafting operas including La Forza del Destino.

Verdi didn’t plan on writing any more operas after encountering numerous 
problems with censors after composing Un Ballo in Maschera. However, the 
Russian Imperial Court Opera in 1860 offered Verdi 60,000 francs plus 
expenses for a new work, and he happily set to work. Piave and Verdi chose 
the Spanish drama Don Alvaro o la Fuerza del Sino, by Ángel de Saavedra, 
as the basis of the new opera, and it was ready for presentation within a year. 
Casting provided a problem, and the opera’s premiere was delayed until Nov. 
10, 1862.

The opera was relatively successful and was soon performed in other 
cities. However, Verdi wasn’t satisfied, and working with librettist Antonio 
Ghislazoni (1824-1893), he made revisions and incorporated a scene from 
Friedrich Schiller’s play Wallenstein. It was at this time that Verdi composed 
the overture that opens the opera. Previously, a short prelude preceded the 
opening curtain. There is a suggestion that Verdi also intended the overture 
to be a standalone composition.

The revised version of La Forza del Destino and its overture was performed 
in Milan in February of 1869.

Concerto for Clarinet	 Amanda Harburg
	 (1973- )

RSO Composer-in-Residence Amanda Harburg’s Concerto for Clarinet 
received its premiere on July 2, 2022, at the Convention of the International 
Clarinet Association held in Reno, Nev. The soloist for the premiere 
performance was YaoGuang Zhai, playing with the Reno Philharmonic 
under Jason Alteri.

The Concerto for Clarinet is based upon an earlier Sonata for Clarinet 
and Piano by Armanda Harburg. The composer writes the following about 
composing both the Sonata and Concerto:
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“This is a deeply emotional piece for me, in which the main 
materials came spontaneously upon hearing about the tragic loss of 
a dear friend. The first movement has a nostalgic and gentle quality, 
almost as if looking into the past through old photographs. The 
second movement serves as a bridge into a darker emotional space, 
colored by sadness and loss. The final movement transforms the 
material from the opening movement into a restless yet rhythmic 
dance of anger and agitated energy.

The sonata was written for clarinetist Benjamin Fingland in 
2015. It was a watershed piece for me. During the previous year, 
I had lost track of why I was writing music. While I completed 
several commissions that year, I felt so uninspired that I wondered if 
I should continue being a composer.

That’s when I ran into a friend who told me she had just heard 
Prayer—a meditation on healing that I had composed several years 
back. She had recently been diagnosed with a serious illness, she 
told me, and listened to the piece in the evenings as a way to find 
healing energy. Hearing her story reminded me what I find most 
meaningful as a composer—connecting with others on an emotional 
level through music. The Sonata for Clarinet and Piano was the first 
piece I wrote with this renewed sense of artistic purpose.

While I love the current scoring of clarinet with piano, I’ve 
long wanted to expand the piece into a concerto. Happily, the 
International Clarinet Association recently invited me to create the 
new concerto version.”

This evening’s performance of the Concerto for Clarinet is its second 
performance, and the first in the metro New York region.

Symphony No. 2 in D, Op. 73	 Johannes Brahms
	 (1833-1897)

The premiere of Brahms’s Symphony No. 1 on Nov. 4, 1876, was the 
culmination of almost 21 years of effort. The first sketches appeared in 1855, 
but some material ended up in other works. Brahms worked, sometimes in 

Program Notes Continued on next page
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great agony, for 14 years until he thought that the symphony was ready.
In contrast, his Symphony No. 2 took about four months to complete, 

including the orchestration. Brahms started composition while at Portschach 
on the shore of Lake Worth in southern Austria during the summer of 1877. 
Composition of the new work must have been a joy for Brahms as he joked 
about it with his publisher and his 
friends.

It was a lighter work than 
the earlier symphony prompting 
many musicologists to describe 
it as “pastorale,” drawing 
comparison with Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 6.

The premier was delayed 
while the Vienna Philharmonic 
rehearsed for a performance of 
Wagner’s Das Rheingold. Hans 
Richter led the first performance 
in Vienna on Dec. 30, 1877. It 
was an immediate critical and 
popular success, with rapidly 
scheduled performances in major 
cities in Europe. The symphony 
quickly reached the U.S. with 
a performance by the New York 
Philharmonic on Oct. 3, 1878.

It would take Brahms six 
more years before his next 
symphony was completed.

To subscribe or donate 
electronically, scan this 
image with your cell 
phone to 
go to our 
website 
and make 
a secure 
payment.

SUBSCRIBE 
AND DONATE!
Subscriptions are a 
significant savings over 
concert day door prices 
of $35 regular adult 
admission, $25 seniors 
and $5 students. 

Program Notes Continued from previous page
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Kyunghun Kim, Artistic Director and Conductor
Kyunghun Kim, who is Artistic Director 

of the Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra, 
frequently appears as a guest conductor 
with major South Korean orchestras such as 
the Bucheon Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
SungNam Philharmonic Orchestra and the 
Korean Chamber Orchestra. Mr. Kim recently 
made his debut with WE Philharmonic 
Orchestra at the renowned Lotte Concert 
Hall in South Korea conducting two sold-out 
concerts.

Mr. Kim also serves on the music faculty at 
Lehman College in New York teaching string instruments, in addition to 
conducting the Lehman College Chamber Orchestra. He holds the additional 
position of orchestra director of the Music and Medicine Initiative at Cornell 
Medical Center. Mr. Kim has held positions as Principal Associate Conductor 
of Ensemble 212, Resident Conductor of the Chelsea Symphony Orchestra, 
and Assistant Conductor for both the Greenwich Village Orchestra and the 
New York Symphonic Arts Ensemble. Additionally, he has conducted the 
Vidin Philharmonic Orchestra and the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra.

Before graduating from the Juilliard School in 2011 with a Master’s 
in Orchestral Conducting with James DePriest, Mr. Kim was an assistant 
conductor of AXIOM, a contemporary music ensemble at the Juilliard 
School, and was a conductor of the school’s Music Advancement Program 
(MAP) Orchestra during 2009-2011. Prior to this, he earned an Artist 
Diploma in Conducting in 2007 from the Curtis Institute of Music, under 
the auspices of Otto-Werner Mueller, where he was an assistant conductor for 
a variety of opera projects. Mr. Kim has participated in numerous prestigious 
music festivals and master-classes including a Kurt Masur conducting 
seminar, the Wiener Meisterkurse, the Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary 
Music and the Pierre Monteux School, studying with notable conductors 
including Michael Tilson Thomas, Alan Gilbert and Marin Alsop. He also 
was chosen as a semifinalist in the Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s Sir Georg 
Solti International Conducting Competition & Apprenticeship in June 2013.

Born in Seoul, South Korea, Mr. Kim began studying piano and violin at 
age five. He continued his studies at the Boston Conservatory, where he holds 
a Bachelor’s of Music in viola performance. Mr. Kim currently lives in New 
Jersey with his wife and two children.
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James A Charles, MD, FAAN, FAHS 
Clinical Associate Professor of Neurology 

-Rutgers NJ Medical School
Diplomate American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology (Neurology)

Diplomate American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology  
with Added Certification in Neurophysiology

Diplomate American Board of Neuromuscular  
and Electrodiagnostic Medicine

Certified in Headache Medicine-UCNS, FAHS
Director of Headache Medicine for children, adolescents,  

and adults-Holy Name Medical Center 
956 Kennedy Blvd, Bayonne, NJ 07002,  

½ mile from Jersey City Line 201-858-2457

8841 Kennedy Blvd, North Bergen, NJ 07047,  
near GW bridge 201-854-6614

Seated Left to Right
Joanne M Charles, RN, MSN- Practice Administrator 

James A Charles, MD, FAAN, FAHS 
Joseph DiGeronimo, Eeg

Standing Left to Right:
Ashley Figueroa, RMA, Clinical Director 
Nicole Suttora, Administrative Director 

Reina Puente, Medical Assistant 
Maria DeJesus, Medical Secretary

www.jamesacharlesmd.com
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LEPORE
TAYLOR
FOX
U.S. Immigration Attorneys for Individuals and Businesses 

• Family-Based Green Card Petitions
• Extraordinary Ability Petitions in the Arts, Science, 

Business and Athletics
• B1/ B2 Visitor Visas
• Investor and Entrepreneur Visas
� –�E1/E2,�New�Offi��ce�L,�EB-5
• National Interest Waivers
• Citizenship and Naturalization
• USCIS Interview Attendance
• Waivers of Inadmissibility

info@ltf-law.com
[+} 908.873.1800
www.ltf-law.com 

61 S. Paramus Road
Suite 422
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An orchestra is like a 
great wealth management team... 

Both have a noble work ethic 
and the players are passionate 

about what they do.

201-730-1900
600 E. Crescent Ave, Suite 202
Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458

www.wilsonpeakwealthmanagement.com

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), 
Member SIPC. Any other referenced entity is separate from WFAFN. CAR-1021-00681

h

We would be delighted to talk with you.
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INFORMATION
is not knowledge.

KNOWLEDGE
is not wisdom.

WISDOM
is not truth.

TRUTH
is not beauty.
LOVE

is not music. 

Music is
THE BEST. 

-Frank Zappa

Congratulations
Ridgewood Symphony
Orchestra on 83 years

of success!
With gratitude,

Michael and Tassana Landy


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CORPORATE DONORS
Blue Foundry Bank
The McCutchen Foundation
Paterson Children’s Foundation

PNC Private Bank
Ridgewood Arts Foundation
Visions Federal Credit Union

Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra
CONTRIBUTORS

Maestro Circle
($2,500-$4,999)
Chantal Cannon
Benefactor
($1000-$2499) 
Lawrence & Nancy 

Horowitz
Edmund & Brenda 

Moderacki
Allan Plage
Donor
($500-$999)
Jon Anderson
William Bosch
Karen Braverman
Svetlana Bridgwater
Charles & Lyda Dye
Carmen Forte
Lawrence & Elaine Rintel 

Friedlander
Gregor & Sally 

Hartmann
James & Margaret Jordan
William J & Patricia 

Martin
Dr. Knarig 

Khatchadurian Meyer 
& Dr. Ralph C. Meyer

Alison & Charles 
Muldoon (In memory 
of Lorraine Bird) 

Nathan & Karen Little
Betsy & David 

Nussenbaum
Sue A. Reid
Ilana & Paul Rosenberg

Emanuel & Janet 
Sosinsky

Herbert & Ellen Steiner
Fawn Wiener
Supporting 
($250-$499)
Amy Harrison
Susan Miller
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence 

Najarian
Manpreet Tyagi
Sustaining
($100-$249)
Richard & Sandra Alpern
Peter Bannon
David Barth
Michael & Margaret 

Benedetto
Karen Bohn
James & Sally Brandes
Sue Brody
Mary Lou Ciavarra
Rick Eskelsen
Fred & Jeannine 

Feinstein
Frances M. Freudenrich
Rajinder P. Gandhi
Carol Bracco Ghazey
Ellen Hill & Peter 

Hartmann
Cece P. Howell
Noritoshi & Noriko 

Kubo
Shiela X. Lu
David Martin
Craig Morris

Richard Oswald
Jane Rondin
Jerome Rubin
Rob Rubin
Bill & Carol Rush
Sue Seiden
Georgina Wandelmaier
Evan Weitz
Robert Whitely
John & Julia Workman ( 

In memory of Andrea 
G. Snell - John, Julia 
& Marcus Workman)

Nina Yagupsky
Friend
($40-$99)
Albert W. Bey
Charles & Rosemary 

Brennan
Cynthia & Steve Gorey
George & Cynthia Hahn
Michael Murphy
Donald & Kathlene 

Samick
Douglas S. Steen
Debra Simon
Insung Yoon
John Zdanewicz
Richard & Susan Zelman
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SUBSCRIBERS

Richard & Sandra Alpern
Josephine Bassett
Doris Beiersdorf
Albert Bey
Karen Bohn
Jim & Sally Brandes
Charles & Rosemary 

Brennan
Sue Brody
Joan Burns 
Mary Lou Ciavarra
Frances Freudenrich

Carol Bracco Ghazey 
Cece P. Howell
Jonethea Jones
Kari Kaegler
Noritoshi & Noriko 

Kubo
Marlene Lubinger 
Harry (Bud) Munson
Michael Murphy
Susan Nashel 
Richard Oswald 
Barbara J. Reichelt

Katri Reilly 
Carol & William Rush
Timothy & Elise 

Schmidt
Susan G. Schneider
Evelyn Slockbower
R,.aymond Steele
Joan Taylor
Alsa Tirgrath
Fred Voss

Dr Eric and  
Dr. Douglas Veenstra

Veestra Family Dental

44 Godwin Avenue
Midland Park, NJ 07423

201 447 0300

Subscriptions are a significant savings 
over concert day door prices of $35 
regular adult admission, $25 seniors and 
$5 students. 

SUBSCRIBE & DONATE!

To subscribe or donate 
electronically, scan this 
image with your cell 
phone to go to our 
website and make a 
secure payment
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Assistant Concertmaster’s Chair, named in perpetuity –  
In Memory of Tyler Clementi

Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra
Kyunghun Kim, Artistic Director and Conductor

Edmund A. Moderacki, Artistic Advisor and Assistant Conductor

VIOLIN 1
Chung Eun Choi, 

Concertmaster
(Dr. Paul Cannon Chair)
Michael Drob
(Tyler Clementi Chair)
Hannah Finkelberg 
Ray Lin
Herb Steiner
Noriko Kubo
Rob Rubin
Liz Smith
Heather Kaplin
Dr. James Charles, MD
Vicky Sharpe
Sarah Cantos
VIOLIN 2
Michelle Park (SL)
Emily Reinhard
Elise Schmidt
Craig Morris
George Hannah
David Martin
Manny Sosinsky
Jim Jordan
Svetlana Bridgewater
Sheila Lu
Knarig Khatchadurian-

Meyer
Maxine Oliviera
VIOLA
Philip Chuang (SL)
Alison Muldoon
Ellen Hill
Eleanor Walsh
Shanna Lin
Erin Hahn
Ashley Toner

CELLO
Fawn Wiener  (SL) 
En Mi Jou 
Judy Lin
Laura Bird
Susan Seiden
Sunae Yoon
Lisa Tiedeman
Nicholas Mirable
BASS
Adam Ludwig (SL)
Bob Whiteley
Arthur Kramer
Adam Austerlitz
FLUTE
Miriam Lachenauer (SL)
Nancy Horowitz
PICCOLO
Nancy Horowitz 
OBOE
Molly Raum (SL)
John Cannizzaro
ENGLISH HORN
John Cannizzaro
CLARINET
Donna Dixon (SL)
Theresa Hartman
BASS CLARINET
Don Ross
BASSOON
Donald Rolle (SL)
Abby Bennett
FRENCH HORN
Jane Rondin (SL)
Dana Bassett
David Nussenbaum
Elaine Rintel Friedlander
Wayne Plumer

TRUMPET
Ivan Miller (SL)
Chris Kastner
John Zdanewicz  
TROMBONE
Thomas Abbate (L)
Robert Tiedemann
Erick Ruddick Ferrat
BASS TROMBONE
Peter Bannon
TUBA
Ed Moderacki
PERCUSSION
Steve Zagami (SL)
Mitch Taradash
David Barth
Fred Mille
Rich Silverstein
HARP
Irene Bressler (LV)
Patricia Turse
PIANO and ORGAN
Noriko Kubo

(SL: section leader; 
  LV: Leave)
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Owned & Operated by 
the Inserra Family 

 

 
Communities For Over 75 years. 

  

 Bayonne 

 Hackensack 

 Wayne 

 Hoboken 

 Palisades Park 

 Lodi 

 Fair Lawn 

 West Milford 

 Emerson 

 Hillsdale 

 Northvale 

 Wallington 

 Columbia Park 

 Lyndhurst 

 New Milford 

 Metro Plaza 

 Wyckoff 

 Ramsey 

 New City  West Nyack  Garnerville  Stony Point 
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THE POWER 
TO GIVE.

A life well planned can offer each of us – any of us –

The causes that inspire you are as unique as the life you lead. We all live 
and give differently, but the support of the right financial partner has the 
power to multiply generosity. It’s our privilege to help people make an 
impact – and to make our own.

© 2020 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. 20-BDMKT-4162 BS 3/20

Daniel L. Kramer
Managing Director
401 Hackensack Ave., Ste 803 Hackensack NJ
T 201-518-3040 // T 844-706-4467
daniel.kramer@raymondjames.com
www.constantinewm.com

Constantine Wealth Management of Raymond James is proud to
support the Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra.
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on the Fall 2021 Digital Stage series. Her work has been performed by the Grand 
Rapids Symphony, the Reno Philharmonic, the Juilliard School, the New York 
Youth Symphony’s “First Music” program, the Bay Atlantic Symphony, the 
Interlochen Philharmonic, Network for New Music, and by many chamber 
music groups and soloists worldwide. Her music for woodwind instruments 
was required repertoire for seven national and international competitions in 
2022. A widely commissioned composer, her music is published by Presser and 
has been recognized by a Fulbright Hays fellowship, Juilliard’s Peter Mennin 
prize, two New Jersey Council on the Arts Fellowships, a New York State 
Council on the Arts fellowship, a MacDowell Colony summer residency. Her 
Concerto for Viola and Orchestra was recorded on Naxos American Classics 
in 2017 to critical acclaim. Her recent works for flute and piccolo have won 
six NFA Newly Published Music awards, and the Chicago Symphony Website 
notes that she “has become something of a hero to the flute and piccolo 
community along the way.”

Dr. Harberg lives with her family in New Jersey, where she teaches at 
Rutgers University. She also teaches at the Interlochen Arts Camp and 
volunteers with the Newark-based music educational organization Keys-2-
Success.

Guest Artists
Continued from page 5

As a courtesy to the audience and the performers, please turn 
off all cell phones, beepers, pagers, and alarm watches. Flash 

photography, sound recording or videotaping this performance, 
without written permission, is prohibited by law. We appreciate 

your help in eliminating extraneous noises.

Led by a professional artistic director and joined 
by professional virtuoso guest artists, our mission 
is to collectively expand the artistic expression of 
our member musicians, present exciting and 
affordable concerts to our audiences, and provide 
impactful education experiences to all members 
of the community.

The Ridgewood Symphony 
Orchestra is passionate 
about making great music!
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Friday • 8:00pm
May 5, 2023

Advance tickets available online at www.ridgewoodsymphony.org
Tickets also available at the door:
$35 regular admission, $25 seniors and $5 students.

For information call 201-345-3059.

This Performance is at:
West Side Presbyterian Church
6 South Monroe St., Ridgewood, NJ 07450

• Solis for Orchestra
 Amanda Harberg

• Symphony No. 92
 “Oxford”
 Franz Joseph Haydn

• Cello Concerto
 Antonin Dvorak
 Soo Bae, soloist

Join Us For Our Next Concert

AMANDA
HARBERG

SOO BAE
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Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra
Kyunghun Kim, Artistic Director and Conductor

Edmund A. Moderacki, Artistic Advisor and Assistant Conductor

Executive Board
President, David Nussenbaum
Vice President, Herb Steiner
Treasurer, Charles Dye
Secretary, Allan Plage
Trustees:
Lawrence Horowitz
James Jordan
Dr. Knarig Khatchadurian-Meyer
Douglas Meyer
Emanuel Sosinsky
Ilana Rosenberg
Jane Rondin
Svetlana Bridgwater

Administration
Concert Manager, Emma Lu
House Manager, Jean Makus
Librarian, Theresa Hartmann
Personnel, Donna Dixon-Olson
Program/Graphics, Allison and Phil Sosinsky
Public Relations, Virginia Daut
Stage Manager, Miriam Lachenauer

Web Site: www.ridgewoodsymphony.org
Facebook: Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra

Address: P.O. Box 176, Ridgewood, NJ 07451-0176
Phone: 201-345-3059



At The Vista, you can fill each day 
with uplifting experiences. Attend a 
concert, lecture, or art class. Get a 
manicure at the salon. Stay fit in an 
aquatic class or along picturesque 
walking trails. 

Watch stunning sunsets while 
dining on the terrace with friendly 
neighbors. Enjoy all of this in a richly 
wooded Ramapo Mountain setting. 
Picture yourself inspired. Picture 
yourself at The Vista.

Imagine a community that 
inspires you to discover, 
engage, connect, and grow.

Now is the time to live inspired at The Vista.  
Call (201) 684-9775 today to arrange a personal tour. 

Christian Health is a non-profit organization and is 
open to anyone regardless of race, sex, or religion.

299 Sicomac Avenue
Wyckoff, NJ 07481

(201) 684-9775  |  TheVista.org

inspired.inspired.
Picture yourselfPicture yourself

L I V I N G  H E R E ,



Best Stringed Instrument in tri-state area 

Professional Setup and Maintenance

A VISIT TO REMEMBER

Main 

FINE MUSIC BEGINS WITH A FINE INSTRUMENT

523 Summit Ave. 

Fort Lee, NJ 07024 

201-947-2727 

www.mainviolin.com

Violin




