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Welcome

Overture to “La Forza del Destino”	 Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901)
	 (The power of destiny)

Schicksalslied (Song of Destiny), op. 54	 Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

-10 minute intermission-

Messe de Requiem,  op. 54	 Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921)

In loving memory of Chantal Cannon and Susan Seay

Requiem 
Dies Irae 
Rex tremendae 
Oro supplex 
Hostias 
Sanctus 
Benedictus 
Agnus Dei

Elisa Singer Strom, soprano 
Mary Beth Nelson Zaros, mezzo-soprano 

Alex Guerrero, tenor 
Daniel Chiu, bass

Ave verum corpus	 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791)

I was glad	 Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848–1918) 
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Texts

Schicksalslied (Song of Destiny)	
Ihr wandelt droben im Licht 
Auf weichem Boden, selige Genien! 
Glänzende Götterlüfte 
Rühren euch leicht, 
Wie die Finger der Künstlerin 
Heilige Saiten.

Schicksallos, wie der schlafende 
Saügling, atmen die Himmlischen; 
Keusch bewahrt 
In bescheidener Knospe 
Blühet ewig 
Ihnen der Geist, 
Und die seligen Augen 
Blicken in stiller, 
Ewiger Klarheit. 

Doch uns ist gegeben 
Auf keiner Stätte zu ruh’n; 
Es schwinden, es fallen 
Die leidenden Menschen 
Blindlings von einer 
Stunde zur andern 
Wie Wasser von Klippe 
Zu Klippe geworfen, 
Jahrlang ins Ungewisse hinab. 

You walk in the light above 
on soft ground, blessed spirits! 
gleaming divine breezes 
touch you as gently 
as the finger of the performer 
on sacred strings.

Free from destiny, like the sleeping 
infant, breathe the celestial ones; 
chastely preserved 
in modest buds, 
their spirit 
blooms forever, 
and their happy eyes 
look on in silent, 
eternal clarity.

Yet to us is given 
no place to rest; 
suffering mankind 
withers and falls 
blindly from one 
hour to the next 
like water hurled 
from rock to rock, 
down into the unknown forever.



Messe de Requiem Opus 54

I. Kyrie

Requiem aeternam dona  
eis Domine 
Et lux perpetua luceat eis

Te decet hymnus Deus in Sion 
Et tibi reddedtur votum in Jerusalem 
ad te omnis caro veniet

Kyrie eleison  
Christe eleison 
Kyrie eleison

Requiem Eternal rest grant unto them, 
O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

You shall have praise, O God, in Zion, 
a prayer shall go up for you in Jerusalem. 
All flesh shall come before you.

Lord have mercy, 
Christ have mercy, 
Lord have mercy.

II. Dies Irae

Dies Irae 
Solvei seclum in favilla 
Dies illa Teste David Cum Sibylla

Quantus termor est futurus 
Quando judex est venturus 
Cuncta stricte discussurus!

Tuba mirum spargens sonum 
Per sepulcra regionum 
Coget omnes ante thronum

Mors stupebit Et natura  
Cum resurget creatura. 
Judicanti responsura

Liber Scriptus proferetur 
In quo totum continetur 
Unde mumdus judicetur

Judex ergo cum sedebit 
Quid quid latet apparebit 
Nil in ultum remane bit

Quid miser tunc dicturus? 
Quen patronum rogaturus 
Cum vix Justus sit securus?

This day, this day of wrath 
shall consume the world in ashes, 
as foretold by David and the Sybil.

What fear there shall be, 
when the judge shall come 
to weigh everything severely.

The trumpet, casting its wondrous sound 
across the graves of all lands, 
summons all before the throne.

Death and nature shall be astounded 
when mankind arises 
to give account before the judge.

The written book shall be brought 
in which all is recorded 
whereby the world shall be judged.

When the judge takes his seat 
all that is concealed shall appear, 
nothing shall remain unavenged.

What shall I, a frail man, say then? 
To which protector shall I appeal 
when even the just man is scarcely safe?



III. Rex Tremenda

Rex tremendae majestatis 
Qui salvandos salvas gratis 
Salva me, fons pietatis 

Recordare Jesu pie 
Quod sum cauca tuae vice 
Ne me perdas illa die 
Rex remendae majestatis  
Qui salvandos salvas gratis 
Salva me, fons pietatis 

Quaerens me sedisti lassus: 
Redemisti crucem passus 
Tantus labor non sit cassus 
Juste Judex ultionis 
Donum fac remissionis 
Ante diem retionis 
Ingemisco, tanquam reus 
Culpa rubet vultus meus  
Supplicanti parce Deus.

Qui Mariam absolvisti 
Et latronem exuadisti 
Mihi quoque spem dedisti

Preces meae non sunt diagae 
Sed tu bonus fac benigne 
Ne perenni cremer igne.

Inter oves locum praesta ; 
Et ab haedis mesequestra 
Statueus in parte dextra

Confutatis maledictis 
Flamis a cribus addictis 
Voca me cum benedictis

King of awful majesty, 
who freely saves those worthy of salvation, 
save me, fount of mercy.

Remember, gentle Jesus, 
that I am the reason for your earthly life, 
do not cast me out on that day. 
Seeking me, you sank down wearily, 
you have saved me by enduring the cross:

Such travail must not be in vain. 
Righteous Judge of vengeance, 
award the gift of forgiveness 
before the day of reckoning. 

I groan, like the sinner that I am, 
guilt reddens my face: 
spare the supplicant, O God.

You, who pardoned Mary 
and heeded the thief, 
have given me hope as well.

My prayers are unworthy, 
but you, who are good, in pity, 
do not let me burn in the eternal fire.

Give me a place among the sheep 
and separate me from the goats, 
let me stand at your right hand.

When the damned are cast away, 
and consigned to the searing flames, 
call me to be with the blessed.



IV. Oro Supplex

Oro, oro supplex et acclinis 
Cor contritum quasicinis 
Gere curam mei finis 
Lacrymosa, lacrymosa dies illa 
Qua resurget ex favilla 
Judicandus homoreus 
Huic ergo parce, Deus. 
Pie Jesu Domine Dona eis 
Requiem. Amen.

Bowed down in supplication I beg you, 
my heart as though ground to ashes, 
help me in my final hour. 
This day of tears 
when from the ashes arises 
guilty man to be judged: 
have mercy upon him, O Lord, 
Gentle Lord Jesus, grant him rest. 
Amen.

V. Hostias

Hostias et preces tibi Domine 
Laudis offerimus 
Tu suscipe pro snimabus illis 
Quarum hodie, quarum hodie 
Memoriam facimus 
Faceas Domine 
De morte transire ad vitam 
Quam olim, quam olim Abrahae promisisti 
Et semini ejus

We offer to you in praise, O Lord, 
sacrifices and prayers: 
accept them on behalf of those souls 
whom we remember this day: 
Lord, make them pass 
from death to life, 
as once you promised Abraham 
and to his seed.

VI. Sanctus

Sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaeoth 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua 
Hosanna in excelsis

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest!

VI. Benedictus

Benedictus qui vennit in nomine Domini Blessed is He who comes in the name of  
the Lord.

VI. Agnus Dei

Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi 
Dona eis, eis requiem 
Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata mundi 
Dona eis requiem sempiternam 
Lux aeterna, luceat eis 
Cum sanctis tuis in aeternem  
Quia pius es, Amen.

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins 
of the world, grant them rest. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins  
of the world, grant them rest. 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins  
of the world, grant them eternal rest.  
Amen.



Ave, verum corpus

Ave, verum corpus  
natum de Maria Virgine,  
Vere passum immolatum  
in Cruce pro homine,  
Cujus latus perforatum unda*  
fluxit (et)* sanguine,  
Esto nobis praegustatum  
in mortis examine. 

Hail,true body  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
Who truly suffered, 
sacrificed on the Cross for man,  
Whose pierced side overflowed  
with water* and blood,  
Be for us a foretaste**  
In the test of death

I Was Glad

I was glad when they said unto me, 
We will go into the house of the Lord. 
Our feet shall stand in thy gates,  
O Jerusalem 
Jerusalem is builded as a city 
 that is at unity in itself.  
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem,  
they shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls,  
and plenteousness within thy palaces.



 

 
Artist Biographies

Pro Arte Chorale, an all-volunteer chorus now celebrating its 60th season, 
is one of the Northeast’s most prominent choral organizations! The Chorale 
has appeared in major concert venues across the region including the New 
Jersey Performing Arts Center, Avery Fisher Hall, Alice Tully Hall, Carnegie 
Hall, and the South Orange Performing Arts Center. In addition to its own 
subscription series, the Chorale has appeared with the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra, New York Philharmonic, American Symphony Orchestra, 
Westfield Symphony Orchestra, and the Mark Morris Dance Company. In 
May 2008 the Pro Arte Chorale traveled to Liverpool, UK to perform with the 
Liverpool Welsh Choral at Mossley Hill Church, as part of Liverpool’s celebra-
tion as Cultural Capital of Europe. In May 2009 the Liverpool Welsh Choral 
traveled to the U.S. to join the Pro Arte Chorale and Westfield Symphony 
Orchestra in performances of Verdi’s Requiem in Ridgewood and Westfield, 
NJ. The Chorale has been conducted by William Memmott, John Nelson, 
Roger Nierenberg, Bart Folse, David Crone, Joshua Greene and Steven 
Fox. In addition, the Chorale has sung under the batons of Nicholas Mc-
Gegan, Zubin Mehta, Julius Rudel, Hugh Wolff, Zdenek Macal, Yuri Temir-
kanov, Leon Botstein, Gerard Schwartz, David Wroe, and is now currently 
conducted by Bryan Zaros. 

 Bryan Zaros is a young American conductor recog-
nized for his “strong musical imagination” and “deep 
sense of musicality and communication.” Bryan is 
the Associate Director of Music & Choirmaster at the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City 

where he leads the Cathedral Choirs, Orchestra and Brass in liturgical as well 
as concert performances in the grand space of the world’s largest Gothic 
cathedral. He is also the Music Director of the Pro Arte Chorale, Music 
Director of Central City Chorus and a frequent guest lecturer at the Manhat-
tan School of Music and at music conferences throughout the USA. Cur-
rently he serves on the Board of Directors of the New York Choral Consor-



tium, on the Advisory Board to Music Sacra New York and is a conductor 
for the American Federation Pueri Cantores.

Recent conducting engagements have included invitations with choirs 
and orchestras throughout the USA, Europe and South America. Most 
notably he has conducted ensembles at David Geffen Hall, Alice Tully Hall, 
the National Cathedral in Washington D.C., at American Choral Director’s 
Association Conferences, on the film set at Warner Bros. Studios and at 
various cathedrals in England including Westminster Abbey, St. Paul’s 
Cathedral-London, Liverpool and Canterbury Cathedral.

A native New Yorker, Bryan began his professional musical training as a 
member of the Metropolitan Opera Children’s Chorus and as a boy choris-
ter at The Church of the Transfiguration, NYC. He holds a Bachelor of Mu-
sic degree from Westminster Choir College, a Master of Music degree in 
Conducting from the University of Michigan and a Doctor of Musical Arts 
degree in Conducting from the Manhattan School of Music. He is a recipi-
ent of several conducting awards and fellowships including an American 
Prize award in Conducting. For more information about Bryan, visit www.
bryanzaros.com. 

	 Kyunghun Kim is enjoying his 5th season as the Artistic 
Director of the Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra. He 
frequently appears as a guest conductor with major 
South Korean orchestras, such as the Bucheon Philhar-
monic Orchestra, the SungNam Philharmonic Orchestra, 
and the Korean Chamber Orchestra. Mr. Kim recently 
made his debut with WE Philharmonic Orchestra at the 

renowned Lotte Concert Hall in Korea conducting two sold-out concerts. 
Mr. Kim also serves on the music faculty Kyunghun Kimat Lehman Col-
lege in New York teaching string instruments, in addition to conducting 
the Lehman College Chamber Orchestra. He holds the additional position 
of the Principal Conductor of the Adelphi Orchestra. Mr. Kim has held 
positions as Principal Associate Conductor of Ensemble 212, Resident 
Conductor of the Chelsea Symphony Orchestra, and Assistant Conductor 
for both The Greenwich Village Orchestra and the New York Symphonic 
Arts Ensemble. Additionally, he has conducted the Vidin Philharmonic 
Orchestra and the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra.

Kyunghun Kim, Artistic Director and Conductor
Kyunghun Kim is enjoying his 5th 

season as the Artistic Director of the 
Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra. He 
frequently appears as a guest conductor 
with major South Korean orchestras, such 
as the Bucheon Philharmonic Orchestra, 
the SungNam Philharmonic Orchestra, 
and the Korean Chamber Orchestra. Mr. 
Kim recently made his debut with WE 
Philharmonic Orchestra at the renowned 
Lotte Concert Hall in Korea conducting 
two sold-out concerts.

Mr. Kim also serves on the music faculty 
at Lehman College in New York teaching 
string instruments, in addition to conducting the Lehman College 
Chamber Orchestra. He holds the additional position of the Principal 
Conductor of the Adelphi Orchestra. Mr. Kim has held positions as 
Principal Associate Conductor of Ensemble 212, Resident Conductor 
of the Chelsea Symphony Orchestra, and Assistant Conductor for both 
The Greenwich Village Orchestra and the New York Symphonic Arts 
Ensemble. Additionally, he has conducted the Vidin Philharmonic 
Orchestra and the Seoul Philharmonic Orchestra.

Before graduating from The Juilliard School in 2011 with a Masters in 
Orchestral Conducting under James DePriest, Mr. Kim was an assistant 
conductor of AXIOM, a contemporary music ensemble at the Juilliard 
School, and was a conductor of the same school’s Music Advancement 
Program (MAP) orchestra. Before this, he earned an Artist Diploma in 
Conducting from The Curtis Institute of Music, under the auspices of 
Otto-Werner Mueller. Mr. Kim has participated in numerous prestigious 
music festivals and masterclasses including a Kurt Masur conducting 
seminar, the Wiener Meisterkurse, the Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary 
Music, and the Pierre Monteux School studying with the most notable 
conductors such as Kurt Masur, Michael Tilson Thomas, Alan Gilbert, 
and Marin Alsop. 

Born in Seoul, South Korea, Mr. Kim began studying piano and violin 
at age five. He continued his studies at the Boston Conservatory, where 
he holds a Bachelor of Music in viola performance. Mr. Kim currently 
lives in New Jersey with his wife and two children.

Kyunghun Kim



Before graduating from The Juilliard School in 2011 with a Masters in 
Orchestral Conducting under James DePriest, Mr. Kim was an assistant 
conductor of AXIOM, a contemporary music ensemble at the Juilliard 
School, and was a conductor of the same school’s Music Advancement 
Program (MAP) orchestra. Before this, he earned an Artist Diploma in 
Conducting from The Curtis Institute of Music, under the auspices of 
Otto-Werner Mueller. Mr. Kim has participated in numerous prestigious 
music festivals and masterclasses including a Kurt Masur conducting 
seminar, the Wiener Meisterkurse, the Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary 
Music, and the Pierre Monteux School studying with the most notable 
conductors such as Kurt Masur, Michael Tilson Thomas, Alan Gilbert, and 
Marin Alsop.
Born in Seoul, South Korea, Mr. Kim began studying piano and violin at 
age five. He continued his studies at the Boston Conservatory, where he 
holds a Bachelor of Music in viola performance. Mr. Kim currently lives in 
New Jersey with his wife and two children. 

	 Soprano Elisa Singer Strom enjoys a versatile career, 
ranging from opera to contemporary, early, and sacred 
music. Solo performances include soloist and member of 
the American Soloists Ensemble in South Korea, soprano 
soloist in Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle and soprano 
soloist in Bach’s Mass in B Minor with Sacred Music in a 
Sacred Space at St. Ignatius Loyola, soprano soloist in 

Mozart’s Requiem with Amor Artis, soloist in Scarlatti’s Stabat Mater with 
the choir of St. John the Divine, Yvette in Opera Company of Middlebury’s 
production of Puccini’s La Rondine, and soprano soloist in Handel’s 
Messiah with the Monmouth Civic Chorus. An active collaborative artist, 
Ms. Singer Strom has an active career performing choral music through-
out the New York area and abroad with groups such as Musica Sacra, New 
York Choral Artists, chorus of the New York Philharmonic, Essential 
Voices, Voices of Ascension, American Soloists Ensemble, choir of St. 
John the Divine, choir of St. Ignatius Loyola, choir at Park Avenue Syna-
gogue, and more. Elisa earned her undergraduate degree from the 
University of Southern California’s Thornton School of Music, and her 
masters from the Cleveland Institute of Music.



	 Mary Beth Nelson Zaros is an American mezzo-soprano 
praised for her “richness of tone and flexibility, along with 
her impeccable agility on stage,” as noted by the Ameri-
can Handel Society. Last summer, she joined the Santa 
Fe Opera in Rigoletto and Le Nozze di Figaro. Ms. Zaros 
has performed with notable companies such as Wolf 
Trap Opera, The Glimmerglass Festival, Juilliard Opera, 

Utah Opera, Opera Delaware, Florida Grand Opera, Opera Las Vegas, 
Opera Baltimore, Tri-Cities Opera, Painted Sky Opera, and Houston Grand 
Opera. This season, she will make her principal artist debut at The Metro-
politan Opera in El Último Sueño de Frida y Diego. Ms. Zaros is also a proud 
alumna of Oklahoma City University and The Juilliard School, where she 
was awarded a Kovner Fellowship and named a FENDI Vanguard Scholar. 
For more updates, follow Ms. Zaros on Instagram and YouTube:  
@marybethnelsonzaros. 

	 Alex Guerrero is a professional opera singer, choral 
artist, music engraver, and composer. The New York 
Times has praised his “apt comic timing” in André Grétry’s 
Zémire et Azor with American Classical Orchestra, as well 
as his “solid” performance in Handel’s The Ways of Zion Do 
Mourn led by William Christie at Carnegie’s Zankel Hall. 
Mr. Guerrero was also noted for his performance as 

Labano in Antonio Bencini’s Gesù Nato, also with ACO, by New York 
Classical Review for his “excellent, beautiful sounds all around,” by Classi-
cal Music Network for his “stentorian tenor when necessary,” and by 
Woman Around Town for his “best grasp on [Italian] diction,” as well as his 
“sunny and suave voice… ideal… for Rossini and Bellini.” He also per-
formed as a soloist with the American Symphony at David Geffen Hall, 
was featured on the Tania León Grammy-nominated album, Tania León: In 
Motion, and performs with chamber ensembles like Yale Choral Artists 
and True Concord, as well as with The Metropolitan Opera Extra Chorus 
and the Lyric Opera of Chicago Core Supplementary Chorus. He has also 
appeared onscreen in the film Norman and has sung on the soundtracks 
of the films Gemini Man and Maestro. He earned Bachelor and Master of 
Music degrees from Mannes in voice with concentrations in music theory, 



has served on the adjunct faculty at Borough of Manhattan Community 
College CUNY, and is pursuing a Doctor of Musical Arts degree at Stony 
Brook University. (SoundCloud.com/MusicoAlex, Facebook.com/Scores-
byAlex) 
 
	 Daniel Chiu is a Baritone who hails from East Setauket, 

NY. He was last seen performing in Carmina Burana by 
Carl Orff under the direction of John Wilson at SUNY 
New Paltz. Daniel studied at Manhattan School of Music 
(MM, 2021) and SUNY New Paltz (BS, 2018). He has sung 
roles like Barone (La Traviata), Sciarrone (Tosca), Masetto 
(Don Giovanni), Schaunard (La Boheme), Bob (The Old 

Maid and The Thief), Gabriel von Eisenstein (Die Fledermaus), and Aeneas 
(Dido & Aeneas). Daniel can be found singing in the metropolitan area, and 
occasionally at Regina Opera in Brooklyn.



 

Program Notes

Four of the five composers of this evening’s concert are well known to our audi-
ence. The fifth, Hubert Parry (1848-1918), was at one time, regarded as the first 
great English composer since Henry Purcell. This was an interesting situation 
since the audiences in the United Kingdom were the most extensive consumers 
of publicly performed music in Europe. For many years, foreign composers like 
German born Handel dominated British music. Today, Parry is primarily known as 
a choral composer.

Hubert Parry was born into an upper class family with an appreciation for the 
arts. However, the family had planned for a commercial career for the young 
boy. Hubert attended Eton, but studied piano outside of school. While still in his 
mid-teens, he sat for and passed the Bachelor of Music degree at Oxford Univer-
sity and published his first compositions. In 1867, he entered Oxford University. 
Graduation from Oxford lead to the day position as an insurance underwriter for 
Lloyd’s of London. In the evenings, he composed and researched music. 

He soon came to the notice of George Grove (1820-1990). Grove was engaged by 
Macmillan Publishing to create reference book on music. The massive under-
taking was called The Dictionary of Music and Musicians. Parry contributed 123 
articles to the new publication that was originally released in four volumes.

In the days before the internet, Groves (as it was commonly known) was the first 
source that music students consulted in doing research. Every library, including 
local town libraries, had their copy of Groves. The encyclopedia is still available 
by internet subscription through Oxford University. It currently consists of twenty 
volumes.

Groves became the first head of the Royal College of Music. In 1883 he hired Parry 
as a professor of composition and of music history. In 1895, Parry succeeded 
Grove as the college’s head. Among Parry’s students were both Vaughan Williams 
and Holst.

The text of I Was Glad is excerpted from Psalm 122 of the English Book of Com-
mon Prayer. It has been used for every coronation of an English monarch since 
Charles I in 1626. The anthem is sung when the King makes his first entrance into 
Westminster Abby. Different composers set the words leading up to Parry setting 
in 1902 for the coronation of Edward VI. It was revised in 1911 for the coronation of 
George V.

I Was Glad has also been used for the wedding of Charles and Diana, The wedding 
of William and Kate, and the Silver, Gold and Platinum Jubilees of Elizabeth II. 



Some of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s (1756-1791) most respected works were 
composed during his final year. Troubled by debt for several preceding years. 
Mozart’s financial situation had considerably improved. In June, he was in the 
city of Baden where his friend Anton Stoll was music director of St. Stephen’s 
Church. Stoll asked Mozart to compose a work for the feast day of Corpus 
Christi, recognized by Catholic, Lutheran and Anglican Church as occurring on 
the Thursday after Trinity Sunday. 

As the basis of the motet that he composed, Mozart chose the communion 
chant of Ave Verum Corpus that dates back to the Thirteenth Century. The work 
received its first performance on June 23, 1791. The motet was written for a 
SATB choir, string instruments and organ.

Johannes Brahms was reaching the top of his form in choral writing in the lat-
ter 1860s. This period saw the composition of his Alto Rhapsody, the German 
Requiem, the cantata Rinaldo, and  Schicksalied, Op. 54.

The composer was visiting a friend, Albert Dietrich, in the city of Wilhelmshav-
en in the summer of1868 when he chanced upon a copy of Hyperion or the Her-
mit in Greece written by poet and philosopher Friedrich Holderin (1770-1843). 
He was attracted to the poem Schicksalied (Song of Destiny) and immediately 
commenced setting it to music. After quickly completing the text, he stopped, 
unable to decide how the finish the work and set it aside. Brahms then com-
menced composing his Alto Rhapsody, Op. 53, and oversaw its premiere.

The problem facing Brahms resulted from the two part nature of Holderin’s 
poem. The first part describes man’s envy of the blissful state of the gods 
dwelling on Mount Olympus. The second part bemoans the reality of the real 
world man earthly suffering leading to a lack of hope. Brahms did not wish for 
the composition to conclude on such a negative tone.

Eventually a suggestion came from Hermann Levi (1839-1900). He suggested 
to Brahms that for the concluding third section, he could repeat the opening 
prelude. Brahms changed the key of the opening and rescored the music to 
add a sense of hope for man’s future.

The premiere of Schicksaled, Op. 54 occurred in Karlsruhe on October 18, 1871 
in a performance directed by Levi. The work is scored for a four part chorus 
accompanied by a standard orchestra.

Audiences often overlook the simple fact that composers often compose to 
make their living. To Mozart, composition was easy. Mozart’s problem was that 
he spent more than he earned. Parry had to rely upon his day job as an insur-
ance underwriter until he was hired by George Grove to write articles for his 
Dictionary of Music and Musicians. Brahms gave up his position as the conduc-
tor of the Weiner Singakademie in order to devote more time to composition.



Camille Saint-Saëns (1835-1921) held the position of organist at La Madeline, 
the most important church of the Second Empire from 1858-1877.  With his 
regular duties plus additional fees for weddings and funerals, he had a com-
fortable living. However, he wished to spend more time composing and touring 
as a pianist, and he resigned his position. Fortunately for Saint-Saëns, one of 
his patrons, Albert Luibon, died. Libon was a postal official for the city of Paris 
and quite wealthy. He left Saint-Saëns 100,000 francs a considerable sum, in 
his will with the provision that Saint-Saëns compose a requiem mass in honor 
of Libon to be performed on the first anniversary of his death.

In the spring of 1878, Saint-Saëns took a hotel room in Bern Switzerland and 
wrote the Requiem in eight days.

The requiem is for soloists, four-part choir, organ and orchestra. Saint-Saëns 
conducted the premiere performance on May 22, 1878 at the cathedral Saint-
Sulpice.

Because of the bequest, Saint-Saëns did not have to take a position for the 
rest of his life and was able to devote his time to composing and concertizing.

In the world of opera, we usually only remember the name of the composer 
while ignoring the person who writes the words. Broadway does not ignore the 
person who provides the lyrics. The teams of Rodgers and Hart, Rodgers and 
Hammerstein, Lerner and Lowe, Kander and Ebb, Bock and Harnick among 
others come to mind. Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901) collaborated ten times with 
Francesco Maria Piave (1810-1876) in crafting operas including La Forza del 
Destino. In addition to being a librettist for numerous other composers, Piave 
was also a writer and translator.

Verdi had planned to not write any more opera after encountering numerous 
problems with censors after composing Un Ballo in Maschera. However, the 
Imperial Court Opera of St. Petersburg in 1860 offered Verdi 60,000 francs plus 
expenses for a new work, and he happily set to work. Piave and Verdi chose the 
Spanish drama Don Alvaro o la fuera del sino by Angel de Saaveda as the basis of 
the new opera, and it was ready for presentation with a year. Casting provided 
a problem, and the opera’s premiere was delayed until November 10, 1862.

The opera was relatively successful and was soon performed in other cities. 
However, Verdi was not satisfied and working with Antonio Ghislazoni (1824-
1893), a prolific librettist with over 80 operatic collaborations, made revisions 
and incorporated a scene from Friedrich Schillers’ play Wallenstein. It was at 
this time that Verdi composed the overture that opens the opera. Previously, 
a short prelude preceded the opening curtain. There is a suggestion that Verdi 
also intended the overture to be a stand alone composition.

The revised version of La Forza del Destino and its overture was performed in 
Milan in February of 1869.
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Imagine More …  
 
 

 
 

The Montessori House School 
Since 1993 at 426 Knickerbocker, Tenafly 

30 months to 6 years 
Starting students throughout the school year 

Schedule your in-person visit 
www.themontessorihouse.com 

201-816-8343 (text or call) 
admissions@themontessorihouse.com 

 

Authentic Montessori 
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CONGRATULATIONS ON 62 SEASONS



 



 

 

 

ALAN ZARAFSHAR - DDS, FICOI 
 

HOMAYOUN AMINYAR - DMD - ORTHODONTIST 
 

OLIVIA DREW - DDS 
 

FARA VOSSUGHI - DDS, MS  - PERIODONTIST 
 

 

COSMETIC / RESTORATIVE / ORTHODONTIC 
 

PERIODONTIC / IMPLANT & FAMILY DENTISTRY 
 

ALL TREATMENTS  UNDER ONE LOCATION 
 

 

 
⃰  Participating in numerous Dental Plans 

 
 

10 FairviewAvenue ,WESTWOOD, NJ 

Phone: 201-666-1300 

www.broadwaydentalassociates.com 

 



201.891.1130  |  carsonwealth.com

795 Franklin Avenue Bldg. C, Suite 202  |  Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417

 Investment advisory services offered through CWM, LLC, 
 an SEC Registered Investment Advisor.

Proud Supporter of

Pro Arte 
Chorale

Where voices rise, and community shines.

We’re honored to support Pro Arte Chorale, a cornerstone of 

New Jersey’s cultural landscape. Their dedication to musical 

excellence and artistic outreach inspires us all.

Together, we celebrate harmony, creativity, and the power 

of song.

For more information, scan the QR code to visit our website.

Sophisticated, tax-smart wealth solutions for Franklin Lakes 

and beyond. Just as great music requires balance and 

precision, so does building lasting wealth.



 

BB&R 
BUCKMAN, BUCKMAN & REID, INC. 

 
Members of FINRA, SIPC 

 
Would you like to spend more time at the 
theater, golf course, sitting on the beach? 

 
 

Then you need a Retirement Plan! 
 

Call us at 800-531-0303 

Portfolio Management 

Retirement Planning 

Social Security Planning 

Education Planning 

Risk Evaluation 

Life and Health Insurance Review 

We have been helping people for over 30 years! 
 

44 Church St 

Little Silver, NJ 07739 

 

www.buckmanadvisorygroup.com 

www.buckmanbuckman.com 





An orchestra is like a 
great wealth management team... 

Both have a noble work ethic 
and the players are passionate 

about what they do.

Jeffrey J. Wilson, CFP®

201-730-1900
600 E. Crescent Ave, Suite 202
Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458

www.wilsonpeakwealthmanagement.com

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN),
Member SIPC. Any other referenced entity is separate from WFAFN

We would be delighted to talk with you.



 

Westchester New York City Long Island sbjlaw.com 
914.476.0600 212.688.2400 516.207.7533 info@sbjlaw.com 

 

Good Luck  
Pro Arte Chorale! 

 

Congratulations on your 62nd 
season of unforgettable 

performances! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Smith Buss & Jacobs, LLP, represents over 400 cooperative corporations and 
condominium associations in Westchester, New York City and Long Island. 

 



WWooww!!  CChheeeerrss  ttoo  

PPrroo  AArrttee  CChhoorraallee  
oonn  rreeaacchhiinngg  yyoouurr  

6622nndd  sseeaassoonn!!  

WWiisshhiinngg  yyoouu  mmaannyy  mmoorree  
sseeaassoonnss  ooff  wwoonnddeerrffuull  ssiinnggiinngg..  

TThhee  SStteeiinn,,  EEnnnneekkiinngg,,  
SScchhnneeiiddeerrmmaann  &&  DDoouuggaann  

FFaammiilliieess  



Join the fight against hunger & food insecurity! 

The mission of The Food Brigade is to ensure that no child or 
adult in New Jersey goes hungry, and to establish food security 
for our neighbors facing poverty and systemic inequalities.

We accomplish our mission by (1) providing direct food 
assistance through our network of client-choice Community 
Markets, and (2) implementing a holistic approach which 
includes the offering of wraparound services to address the 
root causes of food insecurity.

We strive to treat all who come to us for assistance with 
the highest level of dignity and respect, in a trauma-informed 
manner.

Our guiding principle is compassion for our fellow man.

To volunteer, go to www.FoodBrigade.org/volunteer

LOCATIONS IN DUMONT, CLIFTON AND UNION CITY, NJ 

    www.foodbrigade.org 

     hq@foodbrigade.org 

201-614-4414



The Plus Factor Is...
Power in the 
Possibilities

withum.com



PRIME PIANO 
STEPHEN M. RUSSO 

REGISTERED CRAFTSMAN PTG | PRESIDENT 

 

SELECT SALES OF FINE PRE-OWNED PIANOS 

 

www.primepiano.com             info@primepaino.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
100 Franklin Turnpike ▪ Allendale 

201-327-3156 
www.rohslers.com 

TThhee  UUnncclluutttteerreedd  DDeesskk    
 
 

Assistance for your Desk, Home 
and Life 
 
 
JJeennnniiffeerr  PPuurrcceellll    
 
jennifer@theuncluttereddesk.com  
(917) 792-9967 *  

Leaf Saltzman is now 

 
 
Passionate for what’s next ® 
 
 
 
Learn More at aprio.com 



www.Biggies.com

Monday–Thursday: 11 am–10:30 pm

Friday–Saturday: 11 am–11:30 pm

Sunday: 11 am–10 pm

RESTAURANT  
AND RAW BAR

Monday–Friday: 3 pm–6 pm

HAPPY HOUR FOOD MENU

Visit us on Facebook

Follow us on Instagram @biggiesclambar

FAMILY OWNED AND  
OPERATED SINCE 1946

(201) 933-4000

430 Route 17 South
Carlstadt, NJ 07072

Let Us Cater Your Next Special Event

201 Magazine’s Best of Bergen
“Best Burger”  
“Best Wings”  

“Best Happy Hour”  
“Best Sports Bar”  

and more!

B
ER

G
ENFEST •  FOOD FESTIVAL •  P

ARTY 
& 

EX
P

O

READERS’ CHOICE AWARDS

 
We support chorale music, 
Unite through harmony. 
Chorale music brings people 
together uplifting spirits 
And building community. 
Chorale music inspires 
connection among people, 
fostering a sense of 
belonging and shared 
purpose. 
Through collective singing,  
individuals find joy and 
support in expressing 
themselves together. 
 

Eva Sleczka, LCSW 
psychotherapist 

Ablehealthcare.org 
Moorestown, NJ 

Best Wishes to 
Pro Arte Chorale 

for another year of 
music making. 

 

Elisabeth Ann McGrath 









Spouses.
Retired business executives.

Greyhound rescuers.

Your unique life, planned.
Two retiring business executives turn their post-career mission to greyhounds – building a sanctuary that will give these former race  

dogs a real chance to win. Backed by sophisticated resources and a team of specialists in every field, a Raymond James financial advisor  
gets to know you, your purpose and everything that makes your life uniquely complex. That’s Life Well Planned.

© 2024 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange/SIPC. 24-BDMKT-6351 KS 2/24

Daniel L. Kramer
Managing Director

401 Hackensack Avenue, Suite 803
Hackensack, NJ 07601
T 201-518-3040
daniel.kramer@raymondjames.com
www.constantinewm.com

MBA, CEPA® (Certified Exit Planning Advisor)





MAIN VIOLIN

SALES
RENTAL

RESTORATION
REPAIR

mainviolin.com  |  201.947.2727



 

The Best to Italy and Beyond! 

 

Experience the magic of Italy — from 

the sunlit hills of Tuscany to the 

sparkling Amalfi Coast, from ancient 

Rome to romantic Venice. 

 

For over 75 years, Perillo Tours has 

been America’s trusted name in Italian 

travel, offering perfectly planned 

vacations filled with beauty, culture, 

and unforgettable memories. 

 

Let us take care of every detail — so 

you can simply relax and enjoy la 

dolce vita! 

 

 

        info@PerilloTours.com 

   800-431-1515 

    (We’re right here in Woodcliff Lake!) 



Managing wealth is complicated. Whether you’re 
looking to grow yours over time, plan for a 
succession, define your family legacy, or give back 
to the community, PNC Private Bank® simplifies 
the complex. By meeting you where you are on 
your financial journey, we aim to gain a better 
understanding of your goals so that we can bring 
them to life brilliantly. Backed by nearly 160 years 
of experience, our team of specialized advisors 
takes a steady, calculated, some might even say, 
boring approach to deliver expert services that are 
in your best interest. Through our deep discovery 
process we’re able to create customized solutions 
that reflect your long-term ambitions, starting 
today and through the life of your wealth plan.

Find out what our brilliantly boring philosophy 
can do for your wealth.

Boring turns 
long-term 
advice into  
longer-term 
wealth.

The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”) uses the marketing names PNC Private Bank® to provide investment 
consulting and wealth management, fiduciary services, FDIC-insured banking products and services, and lending of 
funds to individual clients through PNC Bank, National Association (“PNC Bank”), which is a Member FDIC, and to 
provide specific fiduciary and agency services through PNC Delaware Trust Company or PNC Ohio Trust Company. 
PNC does not provide legal, tax, or accounting advice unless, with respect to tax advice, PNC Bank has entered into a written 
tax services agreement. PNC Bank is not registered as a municipal advisor under the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform 
and Consumer Protection Act. “PNC Private Bank” is a registered mark, and “Brilliantly Boring Since 1865” is a service 
mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. Investments: Not FDIC Insured. No Bank Guarantee. May Lose Value. 
©2025 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

Contact Aquatia Owens, Director | 609-497-6602 
aquatia.owens@pnc.com | pnc.com/privatebank



Call: 201-670-9797      Fax: 201-670-9798      Email: bob@ridgewoodpress.com
609 Franklin Turnpike • Ridgewood, NJ 07450 • ridgewoodpress.com

At Ridgewood Press…
Our printing solutions 
are music to your ears.
• Full Color Printing
• Color Copies
• Banners & Signs
• Color Stationery
• Promotional Products
• Business Forms
• Direct Mail Solutions
• Apparel Printing 
   & Embroidery

Join us on: 

@RidgewoodPress @RidgewoodPress
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Radiology Associates of Ridgewood (RAR), an ACR-accredited 
independent private practice, has proudly served our community for 56 
years. Over the decades, we have earned a reputation for excellence by 

continually embracing medical advancements and responding to the 
evolving needs of our patients and referring physicians. 

Our mission has remained unchanged since our founding: 
to serve a diverse network of referring physicians by utilizing the latest 

technology while maintaining an unwavering commitment to patient care. 

For the convenience of our patients, we are open seven days a week with 
ample, easily accessible parking. 

 



Whether you’re working towards a savings goal, buying  
your first home, or looking to invest, we’re here to help 
you every step of the way. 

From checking to auto loans, to youth services and a 
mobile app, we’ve got what you need to succeed on your 
financial journey.

Scan the code or visit visionsfcu.org to learn more!

Federally insured by NCUA.

800.242.2120

Conduct your finances 
with ease.

Sponsor of the Ridgewood Symphony Orchestra:





 

Congratulations to Pro Arte 
on 62 years of  
Making Beautiful Music! 

From an alto proud to be 
singing for 25 years.  

~ 
Susan Aster  

     Congratulations to Pro Arte Chorale 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Steven T. Cirillo, CPA and Patrick F. Heaney, CPA 



DAVID K. CHRISTENSEN, D.M.D. 
RYAN BURKE, D.D.S., M.S.

LEEDA BASSAM, D.D.S. 

71 Franklin Turnpike Suite 1-1, Waldwick, NJ 07463 

www.cdanj.com 
admin@cdanj.com 

Call or Text Us (201) 652-1569       
Fax (201) 652-2029 

This evening’s performance of 
Messe de Requiem, by Camille Saint-Saëns 

is dedicated to the loving memory of 
Chantal Cannon and Susan S. Seay. 

 



BUYING    SELLINGor
a home?

L E T ' S  W O R K  T O G E T H E R

1 Marine View Plaza #101, Hoboken, NJ 07030 | LibertyRealty.com

Buying or selling a home can be a stressful process if you don't have the
right real estate agent. With years of experience, you can rely on us to

get you the best possible result.

Joseph De Fazio
201.920.2220
jdefazio@libertyrealty.com

 



CENTER FOR DERMATOLOGY 
& SKIN SURGERY LLC 
 

Paramus Office 
1 W Ridgewood Ave. Ste 103 
Paramus, NJ 07652 

Hoboken Office 
80 River St. Ste 4A 

Hoboken, NJ 07030 
Tel: 201-857-4200 

www.centerfordermatologynj.com 
front@centerfordermatologynj.com 

�

Love and Best Wishes to my Wonderful Family 

Wendy, Alex & Lily, Morgan & Jonathan 

Nikki, Rosie, Angelo, Staci, Lin, Max & Leo! 

I Love You All! 

                                                                                                                                          
 

59 Gedney Street Nyack NY 

SSaaiill  WWiitthh  UUss  IInn  22002266  
No boat, no problem.  Sail and learn on ours. 

www.nyackboatclub.org       discover@nyackboatclub.org 

 

 

 
       PIANO LESSONS & MORE 

                                          168 Franklin Turnpike, Waldwick, NJ 
                                  Tel. (551) 265-8517   www.masters-im.com 





Andrew McKinnon, Proprietor

Serving the community since 1928 and family owned for over 50 years, 
Ridgewood Cycle Shop meets the needs of all cycling enthusiasts, from 
families to professional riders, triathletes, road racers, mountain bikers, 
children and adults of all ages.

At Ridgewood Cycle Shop, we are committed to providing outstanding 
customer satisfaction through superior customer service. Our knowledgeable 
sales staff will assist with purchasing the right bicycle for you. We offer all 
ranges of mechanical services from our friendly and qualified service team. In 
addition to sales and service we offer group rides and different levels of fit 
services by certified fit technicians including Retul, a precise 3D Motion 
Capture System.

35 North Broad Street 
Ridgewood, NJ 07450
Tel: (201) 444-2553

www.ridgewoodcycle.com

Find your 
choral adventure

Love choral singing? We create fun and transformative
programs for adult singers. Expand your musical horizons at

the elevated “music camp” of your dreams!

berkshirechoral.org





Benoit/Thomasset

applauds

Pro Arte Chorale

401 Hackensack Ave Suite 901
Hackensack, NJ 07601
Direct: (201) 397-1464
Kevin.Benoit@wfafinet.com
https://fa.wellsfargoadvisors.com/legacy-financial-
partners/paul-kevin.htm

Benoit/Thomasset

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC 
(WFAFN), Member SIPC. Benoit/Thomasset is a separate entity from WFAFN.© 2024 Wells Fargo 
Advisors Financial Network, LLC. PM-01022026-6521648.1.2



 

Latour Restaurant 
Michael Latour, Executive Chef / Owner 

 
 

  6 East Ridgewood Avenue          201-445-5056 
  Ridgewood, NJ           www.latourridgewood.com 

Thank you for allowing us to 
enjoy the benefits of your hard 
work and beautiful music. 

Marty & Ellie Gruber 

 
 

4 FranklinTpke 

Waldwick, NJ 

201.447.1411          

matthewsdiner.com 

 

  
“Music gives a soul to the     
universe, 
wings to the mind,  
flight to the imagination and 
life to everything.” 
 

 
~ Plato 



 

Reinhold’s 
QUALITY 

BAKERY 
 

32 Franklin Turnpike, 
Waldwick, NJ 
201-652-4454 

 
Hours:  Tue – Sat                          (201) 444-1212 

    10:30 – 5:00 
 

RRoocckkppoorrtt  JJeewweelleerrss  IInncc..  
 

Special Orders, Diamond Setting 
Estate & Art Jewelry 

Expert Repairs 
 

Adam Dovlatyan              1 N Franklin Tpke 
Zara Dovlatyan     Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ 07423 

 

 
Best Wishes to 

Pro Arte Chorale 
for a wonderful 

season. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Stamas Family 

BBeesstt  WWiisshheess  

FFrroomm  TThhee  

TTrruullbbyy  FFaammiillyy  

 

Nicholas A. Vero, DDS 
 

756 Cedar Lane 
Teaneck, NJ 07666 

(201) 692-1919 
 

General, cosmetic, & 
restorative dental care 

 

I think the most important 
thing is to keep active 

and to hope that your mind 
stays active. 

Dr. Jane Goodall 
April 3, 1934- October 1, 2025 



 

Steven J. Palmieri 
Guitar 

Music Theory/Composi�on 
201-310-2610 
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V&S Floor Covering 
 

145 Godwin Ave, Midland Park 
201-445-3311 

 

Carpeting & Stair Runners 
Luxury Vinyl Planks & Tiles 

Prefinished Hardwood 
vsfloor.com 

Best Wishes to 

Pro Arte Chorale
on another masterful season
of beautiful music.

Guy & Susan Seay



Nellie’s Place 9 Franklin Turnpike ▪︎ Waldwick ▪︎ NJ 

Thin Crust & Gluten Free Pizza 
“All You Can Eat“ Salad Bar 
One-of-a-kind Elkin Wings 

 FULL SERVICE BAR 
Offering 13 Beers on Tap  
6 Flat Screen Televisions 

Appetizers ▪︎ Salads ▪︎  
Burgers ▪︎ Sandwiches 

  Steaks ▪︎ Seafood  
 Including Gluten Free 

Reservations accepted for 6 or more  
201.652.8626 www.nelliesplacenj.com © 2025 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC.  

Member SIPC.              CRC 4862295 10/25

The D & L Group at 
Morgan Stanley is 
proud to support 
Pro Arte Chorale

Diane M. Alecci    
Lynn Blanchard   
Glenn Fischer
Peter DeMarco 
Financial Advisors

South 61 Paramus Road 
Paramus, NJ 07652 
201-712-4035
diane.m.alecci@ 
morganstanley.com

Join Us For Our 2025-2026 Concert Season!
Sunny Italy - November 23, 2025
Revolutionary American Music - Feb. 1, 2026
American Classics - March 8, 2026
Potpourri - April 26, 2026

Concerts start at 2:30 pm
 The Village School

100 West Prospect Street 
Waldwick, NJ 07463

www.WaldwickBand.org. . 

Join Us For Our 
2025-2026 

Concert Season!

Concerts start at 2:30 pm
The Village School

100 West Prospect Street 
Waldwick, NJ 07463

www.WaldwickBand.org    
FREE ADMISSION

November 23, 2025
Sunny Italy

February 1, 2026
Revolutionary

 American Music
March 8, 2026

American Classics
April 26, 2026

Potpourri 



169 Fairmount Road • Ridgewood • 201.444.2299 

www.stesridgewood.org

Join us each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.  
All are welcome!

In the spirit of our rich Anglican tradition, music is a vibrant  
part of life at St. Elizabeth̓s. Echoing St. Paul, who said  
“The Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words”,  

we believe that music speaks where we cannot.  
Whether it is congregational hymn singing, a stirring setting  

of scripture sung by the choir, a majestic Evensong service,  
or a neighborhood concert given at Christmastime,  

music is central to our identity as a parish.



LLaasseerr  DDeennttiissttrryy
Dentalwellness of Suffern 

Dentalwellness of Suffern is 
proud to announce that we 
have the Solea dental laser  in 
our practice: 

• Less drilling for fillings
• Less numb feeling
• Less needles
• No jarring noises
• No soreness
• And multiple procedures

done in one appointment

Helps heal gum disease

Dental Wellness Website Dental Wellness Instagram

IntroducingDr. Angela Barrett




